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The foundations of Al-Ghazali’s Islamic Discourse: A Reading in the Letter
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Abstract:

Among those who embarked on renewing Islamic discourse Sheikh was
Mohammed al-Ghazali, God rest his soul. He wrote a book entitled ‘Women
Issues’ addressing in which he provides his conception of the Muslim woman.
What is of interest to us is the element with which he introduced the first part of
the book under the title ‘the Source of the Right Belief), which I have called ‘the
letter’. This is because the book is in the form of letters addressed to the Muslims
and founded on the first element. Since it introduces the first part, it is the
foundation of the whole book. It depicts al-Ghazali‘s conception of the discussed
issues related to women.

The study reveals the sources of al-Ghazali’s Islamic discourse, which were the
foundation of his intellectual and cultural concepts and which he used when
calling to Islam. The aim is to decompose and decode this element and to grab the
bases that it presents. Therefore, dealing with the language of al-Ghazal’s
discourse, as an intellectual and a social practice, which interacts with the reality
in which it is used, and which makes the text a type of communication between
sender and receiver, who bears an aim and achieves something, and the meaning
is produced within the context of interaction. Dealing with discourse is also
following a strategy which is open to all sorts of knowledge and methods when
need be, such as using language to decode a concept because language bears a
certain perception and it is linked to the social and cultural reality which frames
such a concept

Keywords: Ghazali; belief; discourse.
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